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The Moffat Road

Former "Hill" Route

"The Hill" (also called "Hell Hill") refers to the section of the original Moffat Railroad that made its arduous way
up the mountainside and crossed the Continental Divide (called "Devil's Backbone") through Rollins Pass utilizing the
19th century Rollinsville and Middle Park Wagon Road. The Moffat Railroad is an example of how David H. Moffat, in
spite of incredible financial hardships, realized his dream of driving a railroad line over "The Top of the World." Moftat
began the line westward from Denver to Hot Sulphur Springs in April of 1903. It was constructed to provide access to

: the west side of a proposed 2.6-mile tunnel under Rollins Pass at the 9,960-foot level. The line was completed in just a
little over two years in June of 1905. The route required the boring of 33 small tunnels on a 2% grade along South Boulder Creek and
on a 4% grade over Rollins Pass. Although intended for three or four years' use, the "Over the Hill" route served as the main line until
1929, when the six-mile-long Moffat Tunnel was finally completed!

As late as the 1970s, you could drive the old route of the original Denver Northwestern & Pacific Railway through the Needle's Eye
Tunnel using an auto tour self-guide published by the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests. Then vandals destroyed part the Eye's
ceiling and a rock slide closed it in 1979. The tunnel was repaired in 1987 but another slide closed it in 1990. Because of that closure,
there is no longer a motorized route across Rollins Pass. You can still drive up either side to reach the Needle's Eye, but then you'll have
to backtrack and go around to go up the other side, if you want to see most of the route.

The guide described 28 view points, starting at the junction of Highway 19 and Colorado FR 16 in Rollinsville, that were marked
along the way with numbered signs (all of which have now been removed by thieves) to alert the traveler to look at a particular view. To
start your tour, you set your trip meter at 00.0 at the Rollinsville junction. Signpost #1 at 1.6 miles from the junction was for the view
of "Giant's Ladder." where the levels of the railroad grade up the mountainside made up the "rungs." Signpost #2, at 2.4 miles, was

(Continued (See Moffat on page 31

February Potluck Meeting
2nd Friday, February 14, 2003, 6:30 PM

The Glendale Community Center
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A Slightly Different Look

With this issue, we're changing from Word to Publisher
as our method of putting out your Soundoff newsletter.
Publisher gives us a better handle on flowing stories
throughout the newsletter as well as more precise placement
of graphics and text areas.

It does, however, mean that we won't be sending the
native document to those of you who have been receiving
your news by e-mail. Rather, we'll be converting each
newsletter to a Public Document Format (PDF) file for
placement on our website, and notifying you when the
newsletter is available for downloading, viewing, and print-
ing (in glorious color, if you have a color printer).

We will also have on the website a link so that you may
obtain the Adobe™ Acrobat™ PDF Viewer, a free download.

Of course, we won't be publishing members' telephone
numbers, addresses, or e-mails without explicit permission.
Just look up the info in your current club member directory.

Good hunting! —Editor

Request for Stories

Just as the club itself cannot function without each of its
members pitching in to lend a hand where possible, so it is
with the club's newsletter. We'd like to request that everyone
who can, submit information for inclusion in Soundoff.
We'd like to resurrect the "My Favorite Find" column, so be
thinking of (and writing) yours!

Yes, long detecting articles are not only welcome, but
requested-—we can always serialize the longer ones. Brief
articles will, more than likely, be printed in their entirety. But
you don't have to write a lot, either! Even a paragraph or two
can be used, especially when we need just that amount of text
to fill in those blank spots that occur between articles.

While we may edit material periodically, we won't alter
the intent of the writer's meaning.

Cheers! —Editor

I Thank You!

As the new editor of your Soundoff newsletter, |

take this opportunity to thank Dean "Bumbie' Adams, not

| only for his years of service to the club, but especially for his |

| efforts in bringing Eureka! club members a quality newslet- |
ter written in his inimitable from-the-heart style.

I also thank MiMi Pechon, whose sugar pecans and
pecan pralines enliven our meetings, for all she has done for
the club, and especially for handling the publishing chores.

Naturally, 1 thank in advance those who are going to
be contributing to the success of the 2003 Soundoff!

It is caring, dedicated volunteers of like caliber who
keep this wonderful club zip-zipping along! g

—Dick Oakes, Editor and Publisher |

Membership Nametags

Be sure to wear your membership nametag at club
| meetings. It not only introduces you to your fellow Eureka!
| club members, but it is the entry "ticket" to the membership
drawing at the end of each meeting. Lost your nametag?
Please see MiMi Pechon at the next meeting. Fee for a
replacement nametag is $5.00.
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Soundoff is an official publication of the Eureka! Treasure Hunters Club, Inc., a Denver-based. Colorado nonprofit organization
established in 1973 for the enjoyment of metal detecting. electronic prospecting, and treasure hunting. Club meetings are held on the second
Friday of cach month, 7:30 p.m.. at the Glendale Community Center, 999 S. Clermont St., Glendale, Colorado. Annual membership fees for
people age cighteen and older are $30 for a single membership, $35 for a family membership. and $15 for a Junior Membership (or a
Newsletter-only Membership). Half-year fees may be paid by any new member joining the club after the October meeting. Non-commercial
business-card-sized classified text ads for members are free of charge. Commercial display ads must be detecting, prospecting, or treasure related
and are available to anyonc at a modest charge: 1/8 page (approximately 2"h x 3.5"w business card size) - $6.00 per month. 1/4 page
(approximately 4"h x 3.5"w) - $12.00 per month. 1/2 page (approximately 4"h x 7"w or 8.5"h x 3.5"w) - $24.00 per month. Full page
(approximately 8.5"h x 7"w) - $48.00 per month. Advertisers arc encouraged to take out ads for 12 months for a 3-month discount. No other
discounts apply. Soundoff is open to and gladly accepts submission of information and articles. All article submissions must be received by the
editor no later than the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next month's issue. The treasurer must receive any required payments for
commercial ads prior to their inclusion. Include publication information on articles clipped from other publications. The editor reserves the right
to edit all submissions. Bulletin editors may print any article from this newsletter with credit given to the newsletter and the author. Contact:
Soundoff Editor, Eureka! Treasure Hunters Club, Inc.. P.O. Box 101385, Denver, CO 80250-1385. E-mail: soundoffi302i@yahoo.com.
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Tolland Station (previously a stage stop and originally
named Mammoth), the first tourist stop of the Moffat Rail-
road west of Denver). A mile from the East Portal of the
Moffat Tunnel was Signpost #3 at 4.8 miles, where the
roadbed turned back and began its run up the mountainside.
(Drive further west for a closer view of the tunnel.)

Continuing up the first grade, you came to Signpost #4
at 7.4 miles. There you could park and walk up an old grade
to the right to arrive at possibly the only square water tower
still standing in the United States. Just beyond it, Tunnel 31
is completely caved in. At 8.0 miles, Signpost #5 was where
the 4% grade of the Rollins Pass Branch began.

The Ladora Overlook was indicated by Signpost #6 at
9.3 miles. Ladora, a bustling railroad crew settlement from
1903 to 1904, served as an important railroad siding, one of
five on "The Hill."

A tiny railroad settlement clinging to the mountainside
at 9,905 feet was Antelope, where large numbers of railroad
workers made their homes. The spot was indicated by Sign-
post #7 at 10.0 miles. There are still ruins of a few small,
crude, log cabins just below the road here.

Signpost #8 at 11.0 miles was where the 4% grade
became too much for the brakes of Mallet engine 201 and a
runaway train wreck occurred on the curve just above Ante-
lope. Less than a mile further on at 11.9 miles, Signpost #9
was where a mile-long narrow strip of deforested land was
meant to prevent forest fires caused by the burning cinders
from the locomotives. The cut trees were used to make
snowsheds. A small, one-room, frame log structure, used by
loggers, was situated where Signpost #10 stood at 12.3
miles. At 13.0 miles, Signpost #11 was set at 10,990 feet to
indicate the turn-around point called Spruce Wye. Tin cans
and other debris found at the wye accumulated from use of a
two-story building that housed telegraph operators, section
men, and snowplow crews.

A much advertised popular and scenic spot was Yankee
Doodle Lake at 14.7 miles, indicated by Signpost #12. The
tailings pile extending into the lake is the result of an aborted
2,000-foot tunneling effort in 1879 and 1880. Remnants of
cabins may still be seen here. Up the road, Signpost #13 at
15.5 miles was the Dixie Siding below man-made Jenny
Lake, the highest water stop on the line before the final
four-mile, 800-foot climb to "The Top of the World." On a
stalled train during a storm on November 2, 19035, a brake-
man assisted a mother giving birth to a baby whose name
became Jenny Lake Miller.

Signpost #14 at 17.0 miles was for Tunnel No. 32 west
of Denver called Needle's Eye because, on the skyline, the
tunnel at the end of a straight stretch of railroad resembled a
needle and its eye. Because of the collapse and closure of the
Needle's Eye by the Forest Service, this is where you you
must turn your vehicle around and head back down the
mountainside.

Read the second installment next month!

: Fébfuary Potluck

Annual Potluck Feast Starts at 6:30 PM

This is the big one, folks—don't miss it! It's our Annual
Potluck Feast starting EARLY at 6:30 PM. And that's
Potluck, not Potlatch, so be sure to bring a food dish or two
to share with your fellow detectorists, significant others, and
children!

It will be a special evening! Why? Because following
the dining will be the installation of new officers you elected
at the December meeting.

But wait, there's more! The Coin, Token, Artifact, and
Jewelry Find-of-the-Year winners for whom you voted at the
January meeting will be revealed!

But wait, there's even more! Special award presentations
will include the Dan Sprouse Memorial Award, the Gene
Kotlan Award, and the Charles A. Johnston Award!

The Dan Sprouse Memorial Award, also known as the
President's Award, will be presented by the president to the
club member he feels helped him most during the preceding
year.

The Gene Kotlan Award was selected by the members at
the December club meeting to be presented to the club
member who has contributed the most for the good of the
club during the preceding year. The name of the winner has
secretly been kept in an empty mayonnaise jar on the porch
of Funk & Wagnalls for two months!

The Charles A. Johnston Award, also known as the
Member of the Year Award, was chosen at the January
meeting of outgoing board members to be presented to the
non-board club member who has persistently and unselfishly
volunteered time, materials, and services to the club during
the past year.

So, there you have it folks! If you can only get to one
meeting in 2003, make it this one. Come have a great time
with your fellow hobbyists, dine in pleasant company in a
beautiful setting—okay, it's a firehouse meeting room— with
delicious comestibles prepared by your friends, be surprised
by whomsoever receives the coveted annual awards, and,
who knows, possibly win a prize!

Search with care and see you there!

Corona Pass near Ames Peak was the most haz-
ardous railroad pass in the country. The old Moffat
Railroad budgeted 40 percent of its expenses for snow
removal. It was also a popular Native American trail.
The Native Americans, having no budget for snow
removal, used it only in July and August.

Found on a bag of Fritos:
You could be a winner! No purchase necessary.
Details inside.
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20-22 Jun 2003

Upcoming Eureka! Meetings and Events

Date Meeting/Event

14 Feb 2003 O Eureka! Treasure Hunters Club Meeting

23 Feb 2003 O Penny For Your Thoughts In-Town Hunt
14 Mar 2003 QO Eureka! Treasure Hunters Club Meeting
Mar 2003 O March Monthly In-Town Hunt

J Rush to the Rockies 2003 National Hunt

Details
POTLUCK and AWARDS night starts EARLY at 6:30 PM.
Huntmaster Jeff Lubbert puts on a good'un (details on page 6).
Our speaker is yet to be determined -- call the Hotline for info.
Still need a Huntrhaster; contact Cliff McGaughey to volunteer.

Pickle Gulch Campground near Black Hawk/Central City, Colo.

RUSH TO THE ROCKIES, JUNE 20-22, 2003

The Eureka! Club’s National Open Hunt

See the club’s website (http://www.geocities.com/Eureka-thc/)

for hunt schedule, entry form, maps, and other information about our National Hunt,
or send us a note and we’ll mail it to you!

Reserve early! This hunt is limited to 150 entrants!

Sell Your Silver!
by Joe Carter

Eureka! is offering to buy those silver coins you've been
hoarding for the last umpteen
vears! As of 1 January 2003, the
club pays coin dealers the follow-
ing to purchase silver coinage to
use for its hunts:

Silverpollam. P8 Nan T ST e AL $8.00
SiverrRoufid”.. . X s ST o aae A EL $6.00
G B Bral st R e s Bl iy v eyt $2.75
Franklin Kennedy 1/2......cccoiciiiireneenseme e $1.75
Washington QUArter ......c.eeeeruereeeeieieer e $0.90
Mercury DIme ....ccoovceciinincniese s s nnns $0.45
Roosevelt Dime s s s i s Sy $0.35

As an added benefit, club members can pay their fees for
the Rush to the Rockies hunt at anytime before the cutoff |
date with silver coins at the same price that we purchase |
silver from the coin shops. For example:

« 458 silver Roosevelt dimes X $0.35 = $160.30 and
pays your R2R hunt fee for both days with .30 cents |
change.

e 356 silver Mercury dimes X $0.45 = $160.20 and
pays your R2R hunt fee for both days with .20 cents ‘
change.

Eureka! will accept any combination of silver coins at
the exchange rate that will cover the total cost of the hunt
fees and can purchase your coins as long as the club has a
large enough checking account reserve. |

[f you have questions, please contact Jeff Lubbert, Ron |
Erickson, or any club board member. |

TAKE IT SLOW LET OUR LITTLE

SHAVERS GROW J§

Burma Shave
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Meetings of the Eureka! Treasure Hunters Club

General Meeting

Friday, January 10, 2003
by Doug Cohn

We had three guests and a total of 46 people at our
meeting on Jan. 10th. The speaker was Jeff Lubbert with
some help from others about their adventures in the Cancun
area of Mexico detecting the beaches. He shared some tips
on international travel: Take your detector along, pack it
well, and have it as your carry-on. Even with the tight
security at airports, the guards cause no trouble.

In Mexico consider these beach-hunting observations:
The people who patronize resorts that are all inclusive do not |
have much money, but do have jewelry. The people who |
frequent public beaches have more money, but less jewelry.
Go at low tide early in the morning at sunup. Take a water
machine and a long-handled scoop. Look for rips in the
beach area where the rip tides dig out and rearrange the sand.
The bottoms of the rip areas are the best.

Our most able treasurer, Nancy Carter, reported on the
state of the treasury and about the registrations for our
national hunt: we have 34 pre-registrations for the big Rush
to the Rockies hunt this summer.

Cliff McGaughey reported the snow hunt in December |
was great fun even without any snow. CIiff also led the
January hunt (see the write-up elsewhere in this issue). Jeff
Lubbert will coordinate the February hunt. A coordinator is
needed for March.

The February meeting is our annual potluck. It begins at
6:30 PM with dinner. We all bring the food and the club
supplies drinks and utensils.

The ad-hoc Bylaws Update Committee has not met yet.
They are looking at a change that would allow members who
could not come to the meeting to vote in the elections by
proxy or by computer,

WORDS OF CAUTION FOR ALL OF US THIS
WINTER: The local drought has made the grass in the parks
dry and brown and some detectorists are making the ground
look like the surface of the moon. Fill every hole every time.
If you find a hole dug by someone else, fill it too. Bring a jug
of water to water any hole and plug you dig. Stay away from
torn up places. Give out Eureka! cards to those you see
detecting and encourage them to be as responsible as our
club members are. Many of us are worried that all the parks
may become closed to metal detectorists. If we allow others
to destroy our parks, we will only make sure that this
happens.

Gary and Ada Keim brought the snacks and provided |
most excellent fare for those present. J

The Prez Sez
by Jeff Lubbert

Research is going to be the key to this
summer's hunts. The way things are shaping
up because of the drought, there may be little
or no park or school hunting this summer.
With the closure of the Denver parks to
organized sports and several of the Denver
public golf courses for the next few months,
there will undoubtedly be temporary but
heavy restrictions on public land usage. Plus now there is
talk of closing the Denver Public School grounds to all
activities except those relating to school functions. This
drought is going to have a great effect on what we can do for
detecting this summer within the city limits of Denver.

I hope that our club members will refrain from digging
plugs in the parks till we get a fair amount of precipitation.
This doesn't mean I am asking you to stop detecting. 1 would
also hope that we can clean up the surface targets and leave
the deeper targets till we get some moisture in the ground.
There are some areas around town that deeper targets can be
taken with little or no effect: dirt playgrounds, construction
sites, and such. With a little research you will be able to
locate these sites and hope that nobody has gotten there
before you.

For me, more than likely, most of my hunting will be
taking place outside Denver. | have a good deal of research
for several places started and will be digging up more
information on these sites and others as our "winter" goes
along. So far this year | would estimate that [ have spent
about three or four times the hours researching as 1 have
detecting, and probably about the same amount of time
scouting out locations as well.

The January In-Town Hunt was a fine beginning for
some people this year; they will have a good head start over
those who didn't show up. For others it was just another one
of those times we spent with our noses in a book or map, or
doing some other form of research. Heck some of us were
there till the place closed for the day (see story on page 10).

The upcoming season will be a test for all detectorists in
the area but with some research, persistence, and of course a
dash of luck, it could be a good year no matter what kind of
detecting you like to do.

Board of Directors Meeting
Friday, January 10, 2003

A short board meeting of past board directors was held
to vote for the 2002 Charles A. Johnston Award recipient.

|
|
|
|







