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HOLIDAY CELEBRATION AT THE HIGHLANDS RANCH MANGION

Members of the Highlands Ranch Historical Society were
on hand as tour guides when Mission Viejo in cooperation
with the Highlands Ranch Metropolitan Districts and the
Highlands Ranch Communities Association held a Holiday
Celebration at the Highlands Ranch Mansion on Saturday
and Sunday, December 7th and 8th. Residents boarded Jingle
Bell Busses that departed every 15 minutes from two
Highlands Ranch locations and were transported to the gates
of the Mansion where Santa

exterior walls are of moss rock, native stone from south of the
property, and stucco. The gable-and-hip style roof is wood
shingled, the double windows are wood framed, the interior
walls are hardwood or lath-and-plaster, and the flooring is
hardwood, softwood, terrazzo, and marble over a wood

subfloor supported by wood joists.
In 1540, Spain claimed of the property that would one
day become Highlands Ranch. Ownership see-sawed back
and forth between Spain

greeted the children and
carols were performed by
The Highlands Ranch BB
Community Chorus. All K
attendees were invited to
stroll amidst the Victorian
buildings of yesteryear, and [
take a guided tour of the
mansion, listen to vintage
stories in the mansion
library, and take a hayride
around the  beautiful
grounds.

The free 40-minute
mansion tours departed
from the entry at 15-minute
intervals beginning at 1:00
pm. Each tour had a
minimum of 26 adults
accompanied sometimes by 25 or more excited children.
There were so many people wishing to see this historic
22,000-square-foot structure that by the last tour at 4:30 p.m.
on Sunday, three tours at a time were wending their ways
through the many unique rooms.

The mansion building itself has 14 bedrooms, 11
bathrooms, five remaining fire places, balconies, porches,
terraces, and walkways. The property has a one-lane bowling
alley and tennis courts, and once had swimming pool. The
mansion rests on a concrete and stone foundation and the

HIGHLANDS RANCH MANSION

and France until during the
| Presidency of Thomas
Jefferson, Napoleon sold
the property to the United
States as part of the
Louisiana Purchase in
1803. During the 1800s,
expeditions under the
commands of Zebulon Pike,
Maj. Stephen Long, Col.
Henry Dodge, and John C.
Fremont passed the area. In
48 1867, David Gregory
¥ acquired an 80-acre home-
stead on the property in
January, 1867, and between
1867 and 1910 a total of
189 filings were were made.
In 1870s, John W.
Springer, a former member of the Illinois House of
Representatives and son of a prominent Illinois attorney and
banker, moved to the high, dry mountain plains of Colorado
for the sake of his wife Eliza's health. Eliza was the daughter
of Col. William E. Hughes, president of the International
Trust Co. of St. Louis. Springer purchased about 160 acres of
the property from one of the original homesteaders, Mary
Burkard, to build a-ranch where he promised the finest
horses in the country would be raised. In 1891, he started the
main building of what he called his "Cross Country Ranch."







